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541'H CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { DOCUMENT

2d Session.

No. 203.

SURVEY OF THE BLACKFEET INDIAN RESERV.ATION IN
MONTAN.A.

·LETTER
FROM

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
TRANSMITTING

A COPY OF A COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE
INTERIOR, SUBMITTING AN ADDITIONAL ESTIMATE TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY OF THE BLACKFEET INDIAN RESERV.ATION.

JANUARY

22, 1897.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

TREASURY DEP.A.RTMENT,

January 21, 1897.
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of
Congress, copy of a commu-nication from the Secretary of the InteriOI·,
of the 19th instant, submitting an additional estimate of appropriation
in the sum of $6,960 to complete the survey of a portion of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, in Montana, under the Indian appropriation
act of June 10, 1896 (29 Stat. L., p. 357).
Respectfully, yours,
·
w. E. CURTIS,
Acting Secretary.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA'.CIVES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, Jan1.tary 19, 1897.
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the appropriate
action of Congress, a communication from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, wherein he recommends that Congress be requested
to make _an additional appropriation of $6,960 to complete the survey
of a portion of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, in Montana. The act
of June 10, 18~6 (volume 29, page 357), making appropriations for curre:11-t an~ cont~ngent ~xpense~ of t~e In~ian Office and fulfilling treaty
~t1pula!10ns with _various Indian t!1bes for the fiscal year ending June
30, 189,, aypropriat~s. the sum of $2,500 for this purpose, with a further proviso antborizmg the Secretary of the Interior to use ~o much
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of any appropriation heretofore or hereafter made for the benefit of the
Indians of the Blackfeet Reservation as may be necessary to pay onehalf of the expense of the survey of the said boundary line, as provided by article 6 of the agreement to be borne by said Indians. Of
the total amount so provided, $5,000, there has been expended $3,155.92,
leaving a balance of $1,844.08. The survey of said boundary line was
suspended at an early date last fall, for the reason that the weather
in that section would not permit the continuance of the same.
The Department desires a resumption of the work at as early a date
as ·practicable, and completed as soon as possible. It is found, however, that very little more can be done looking to a completion of the
work with the funds available for the purpose. I have therefore to
respectfully recommend that Congress be requested to make the additional appropriation, as herein stated, and that the same be made
immediately available.
I also concur in the recommendation of the Commissioner, that provision be made in said appropriation for t,he employment of a competent surveyor as the engineer on the part of the United States, who
shall, while engaged upon the survey of the said boundary line,
receive, in lieu of a regular salary, a compensation of $10 per day and
actual and necessary traveling expenses and subsistence.
Respectfully,
D.A.VID R. FRANOIS, Secretary.
The SEORET.A.RY OF THE TREASURY.

DEP.A.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND 0FFIOE,

Washington, D. 0., January 8, 1897.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Department
letter dated January 4, 1897, inviting my attention to the clause in the
Indian appropriation act approved June 10, 1896, ratifying and confirming· the agreement of Septem her 26, 1895, with the Indians of the
Blackfeet Agency, Mont., wherein it is provided:
That for the purpose of payiug oue-half of the expense of making the survey of
the bonndar,v line de cribed in artiale one, a,s provided by article six of said agreement, there be, ancl bereLy is, appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treasury not
otherwi e appropriated, the sum of two thousand five huu<lred dollars, or so much
ther of as may ~e n_ecessary, the sa~e to be immediately availatle; and the Secretary of th Int. nor 1s her by authorized to use so much of any appropriation heretofor or her aft r mad for the hen fit of the Indians of thei Blackfeet Reservation
. may be nee·. s arf to ~ay one-half of the expense of the survey of said boundary
hne by the satd article 1x of the agreement, to be borne by the Indians.

The Department de, ire that the survey of said boundary line, which
11 on account of deep snows, be continued at
r will p rmit, and completed a Roon as
t
iew inquiry i made as to whetller the
b
t abo e mentioned will be . ufficient
ucl if not, an e timate of the amount necessary
ount (· ·5,000, one-half approid from an appropriation for
ade avaHable by aid act of
the um of 3,155.92, leaving
cl a balance of '1,844.0 •
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Owing to the great difficulties encountered in the preliminary work
of establishing the initial point of the survey on the international.boundary and carrying the line over precipitous mountains of great altitude,
and the delays in the work caused by inclement weather and deep
snows, but 8 miles of the line were established last fall.
In view of the rugged character of the country over which the bounda,ry line is to be established, and taking into account the probable
delays on account of unfavorable weather, it is believed that the survey
of the rem ainder of the line can not be completed in less than ninety
days for the field work alone. For the daily expenditure of the surveying party consisting of the two engineers, chainmen, axmen, flagmen, cook, packers, pack horses, and subsistence of the entire party,
$66 per diem is regarded as a reasonable estimate, or $5,940 for the
field party for ninety days. To this should be added the compensation
and subsistence of the two engineers for thirty days (estimated) while
making out the necessary field notes and plats of the survey, $780;
transportation of one engineer from Washington to the field and return,
$200, and transportation of the engineers from Blackfeet Agency to
Helena, where facilities for the preparation of the returns of survey
may be bad $40 ; or a total of $6,960.
There being available from the funds previously provided the sum
of $1,844, there will be required an additional amount of $5,116 for
tl.J.e completion of the field and office work of the survey, which amount
should be made immediately available.
In support of this estimate it may be stated that the boundary line
is to be surveyed and substantially marked over a succession of precipitous mountain ranges, -the greater portion of which are timbered,
and as a whole the line is exceedingly difficult to survey. Rains and
fogs (and even snows in the summer months at the higher altitudes)
are to be expected, causing stoppages of field work, during which the
daily expense is necessarily continued, and for which allqwance is
attempted to be made in the above estimate of the time required for the
completion of the survey. While it is possible that the total expense
may fall short of this estimate, I am of the opinion that at least the
additional amount named, $5,116, should be provided for the purpose
indicated.
In connection with the matter of the survey of this boundary line, I
would state that by letter dated September 3, 1896, the Auditor for the
Interior Department, referring to the appointment by the Secretary of
the Interior, .August 1, 1896, of Abner F. Dunnington, clerk of class
3, General Land Office, as engineer, to assist in the survey of the
boundary line of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, at a compensation
$10 per diem and actual and necessary traveling expenses and subsistence when employed, this to be in lieu of regular salary as clerk in
the General Land Office, called my attention to the decision of Comptroller Lawrence (Vol. ~, p. 20, Eveleth Case; also decision of First
Comptroller Bowler, 1893 and 1894, 1 Bowler, p. 104; also 1 Bowler,
p. 88, and ~ev. Stat., secs. ~70, 1763, 1764, and 1765).
Tfl~ Auditor stated th~t 1t wo~1ld be seen from these provisions and
dems10ns ~bat M~. Dunmngt~m 1s not entitled to the compensation of
$10 per diem while he remams a clerk of class 3 unless such extra
compensation is expressly authorized by law· fu~tl.J.er that he was
unable to fi~d any expr~ss provis~on of bw authorizing 'the Secretary
~f the I~ter10r to pas: him (Dunnmgton) $10 a day for this service in
heu of l.J.1s salary while he remains a clerk of class 3 in the General
Land Office.

ot
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I have not as yet been advised that the question raised as to Mr.
Dunnington's compensation has been :finally determined; but in order
to avoid any future complication or question regarding the compensation of the engineer who may be -appointed on the part of the United
States for the excution of the said bouiidry survey, I would respectfully suggest that in . making the additional appropriation required it
shonld be provided that the Secretary of the Interior may, in bis discretion, continue Mr. Dunnington in this service or may appoint any
other employee of his Department, who shall be a competent surveyor,
as the engineer on the part of the United States, who shall, while
engaged upon the survey of the said boundary line, receive in lieu of
regular salary such per diem compensation (with actual and necessary
traveling expenses a,nd subsistence) as the said Secretary may deem
reasonable and proper.
Very respectfully,
S. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner.

The

SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

0

